











POR THE CHRISTIAN M/RROR. 
No: I.— (Continued from Page 4.) 
A VINDICATION OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, 





From Objections arising from the Misconduct of Professing Christians. 





_* | Raving shown that the objections against Christianity are 
ts unfairly estimated, both by ‘has uncandid manner in which 
' * the faults of its professors are viewed, and the implication 
_ whereby the blameless are blended with the culpable—we 
proceed . 
we. In the thifd place to abet. that the fact ‘of which 
I am speaking is often exaggerated, by. COnsidering one 
_ part of the Christian’s confine: as a test of his, whole 
“» character—No man, indeed; can be fegarded as truly good, 
‘who wilfully and habitually violates any (one of t 
| * cepts which he believes to form a part of hispreli 
' speak here, however, not of habitual, of dét; iche d and oc- 
_» casional trangressions of the Divine Law, ° which 
be denied, have been and daily are committed by Christi- 
>) ans of the very high ttainments. g@Nowy these being 
inconsistent with the strong professions of the Christian ; 
“) appearing more enormous because theylartach | to one, who 
- has been in thé practice of reproving others >. and: being, . 
~- 4 perhaps ind endefitly of these aggravating” cireumstances, 
-» abundantly flagrant ant injurious of thenfselves,, they strike 
the feelings and the imagination forcibly, and are allowed) 
3 so,to fill upthe viewy that the virtue and graces. ‘with which 
they are associated, are fofeotten or disregarded. It isnot ~ 
‘*Pconfidered, that the best of men cannot be perfect’; but 
a bs that, froin thel@6rruption of their Mure, and the strength 
g of external temptation, they “will sothetimes be betrayed 


. into criminal indulgence. Itis not considered by what bit- 
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ter regret and self-abasement sych indulgence i is succeeded, 
and: what watchfulness and, mortificationgand holy jealous 

it produces in their future life. It is not considered bol 
carefully they have avoided a thousand vices, ifito which * 
multitudes around them are pliingitig every day ; how faith- 
fully they have studied to discharge their personal and so- 
Hvaties: ; and how many have profited by their benevo- 
lence, their instru tion, and their example. All this is as 
much forgotten, as if it had no existence, or is recollected 
only for the purpose of heightening the color of their guilt. 
The splendor of their, virtues is obscuredBy an individual 
spot, which malice,or misconception has magnified far be- 
yond its reat size. And their charactér is appreciated, not 
by the tone of their principles, in ¢onnectign with the ha- 
bitual tenor of their conduct, but by a single vicious action, 
of which their mind is truly ‘abhorrent—which they bewail 
with an unfeigned sorrow—and which a candid eye would 
trace to those imperfections of heart and of condition which 
adhere to humanity in its best estate. 

I would appeal to my readers, if what I fave stated be 
not a matter ofdfact, which has come-repeatedly under their 
own obseryation. if appeal to them if there is not a class of 
mel who look at the bad rather than the good qualities of 
the Christians, and who speak as if one of the former did 
not overbalance the brightest assemblage of the latter, and™ 
deprived them of all their claims on our approbation.— 
Falk tovthese men of any individual: who is a Christian in 
Mis practice as well as in his profession—tell them of his 
pie'y, his humility, his Wee 8 charity— point him out 
as one who isa credit to Keligiof, and an ornament to So- 
ciety, and they will instantly revert to some criminalaction, 
which, in an evil hour, he had once committed, or to some 
¢ircumstances of his character which have a suspicious ap- 
pearance—they dwell upon these gwit ‘rele id severity, 
and conclude, that be. who is guilty of such things, what- 
“ever he may be in othemrespects, cannot be considered as 
a person of real worth. “Look into their writings, and you 


will perceive the same want of andor and discriminagonyy ly 


when they treat of'those religious characters which are de- 
saribed in Scripture.” } 
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fe The unmanly equivocation offAbraham, the seperated 
AS *adultery of David, and the unhappy strife between Paul and 
» . Barnabas, are held out as the» ‘characteristical features of 
these eminent persons ; that faith and.pietys and humility, 
and ardent zeal for the glory of God, and the best inter- 
ests'of mankind, for which they were severally distin- 
guished, go for no: hing | inthe estimate that is formed ; and 
the solitary deeds of sin, which they themselwes hever ate 
tempted to justify, and which the Holy Spirit hath recorded 
for our warning, ate employed to depreciate their real 
worth, and to reduce them to a level with those who mak 
no pretensions to the love and practice of Religion. In thié 
" ~ manner it often happens that, contrary to the way in which 
-y our opponents fudge i in all Sher cases contrary to the way 
_* in which'they themselves would choose to be judged, they 






































. + | make one unworthy action of the Christian, descriptive of 
| } rH his whole character, and an index to point out to*us,» with 
be unerring certainty, what he really and essentially'ts. 

~~ — [have to observe once more, that the fact; by which our 
, ee opponents are furnished with the obj-ctions, is frequently 
' | amplified by a too rigid comparison of the Christian’s con- 
: L ~ duct with the Religion he a to believe: Christianity, 
t ye they well know, prescribes a Course of action the most pure 
q | * . and loly that can be imagiged. It admits of no violaffon, 
d © however imconsiderable, of the duty which weowe to God, 
> | % to our neighbor, and to ourselves. It dictates an habita 
7 abhorrence of every. thing that is sinful, amd an habitual 
1S love of every thing thatis good ; and commands us to pu- 
at} tify ourselves even as God himself is pure. \, 
0 —*  Suchis the Religion, to the truth of f phich we have de- 
Nn, 4 clared our assent ; such the Religiony-by which we protess 
1€ 4 | tovbe régulated;, and such the Religfon which we earnestly : 
P- | recommend.to thefaith and obedience of others. Hence 
Y> | our opponents ‘conclude; either wilfully or by mistake, that 
at. ~ conduct must be, in fact, immaculate in its whole tenor, 
as 


and in all its comstitwent parts. They do not enquire whe- 
ou ther this state of moral perfection be the constant object of 
Nyy ; our desires and our endeavors, but whether we have actu- 

> ally attained tot: They look at usin the Apostle’s Mirror 
| | 4 of the Gospél—they find, ofcourse, ‘not only certain fea- 
» tures, but the general aspect of our character, to be cx 
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tremely defective ; nay, its blemishes and deformities be. 
come more prominent from that blaze of unshaded purity. 
in which it is reflected—and, judging by this appearance, 
they pronounce us to be inconsistent, hypocriticaljand base, 

Now, it would be fair enough-to judge us by the stand. 
ard to which we appeal, if they would take care at the-same 
time, to apply it under the direction of those rules which 
the very nature and circumstances of the case require to be 
observed in $uch an important trial. Then we should have 
no right to complain--then we should abide the result, 
whatever it might happen to be. But we justly complain, 
that they disregard those rules, and expect from us what is 


“absolutely impossible we should ever be able to,exhibit.— 
‘They forget that the morality of the Com must, be per- 


feet, because it is prescribed by a perfect Being ; and that, 
had it been otherwise, they would very soon have disco- 
verediit to be unworthy of its alledged Author. ‘They for- 


get that moral impeffection is an attribute of our fallen 


nature ; and must, therefore, mingle in all our attempts to 
comply with the Divine will, and to imitate the Divine cha- 
racter. They forget that this doctrine i$not only acknow- 
ledged in the Christian system, but is the very occasion of 
that systern being planned} and the very foundation on 
which it is built. They forget that the promises and. bless 





. = : “a m : &, ‘ 
sings of the Gospel are never s@lid to be conferred on those. ~ 


who are as holy as the law requires ; but on those whe, wee 
vamidst.the frailties, the corruptions, and the sins whi i 


ofien mark their path, are seeking for Heaven through 
justification bythe Grace ot Godin Christ Jesus ; through 
sanctification. by his Holy Spirit ; and by a patient con‘inu- 
ance in well-doing. To all these things they pay no atten- 





‘tion, although such considerations are essentially 2eaulgite 
a@ ey 


for enabling them to form a, righte ) judgment. 

confine their view fo.an unqualified contrastbetween the 
moralprecepts of the Gospel, and the actual state of the 
Christian; and because the larter does not come up to the 
former, or approach very neag to ior: in other words, 
because they are not gratified with the existence of an im: 


possibility, they canfind no Christians who are’truly and’ 
sincerely goed! 4 7 | 









the 
ds, 








a om 
And they fall’ the more readily into this error, by thinks 
ing of their own attainments. They too have a code of mo- 
rals, by which they affect to be guided; but it is so wery 
indulging» to alk.their favorite passions; it.so uniformly 
consults their pleasure, their inclinations, and their tempos 
ral interests ; it has so little of rigorous or authoritative in- 
| junction; and abounds so much in saving clauses, that to 
- conform ones-self toc strictly, is far from | the most 
difficult thing in the world. Its standard, indeed, is so 
_ miserably low, that ip the present state of criminal law and 
'_ of social intercourse, it is easier for them, methinks, to-rise 
above than to fall below it. And, because they are consci- 
_ ous of keeping up to this standard of behavior, which they 
_ have prescribed, for themselves, they have no allowance to 
make to the Christian for coming short of the standard 
‘which is prescribed to him by the word of God, . and regard 
_ his deficiency as a decisive proof, that he is not what he 
jah pretends. to be. re 
___ It may be observed, also, that®to the injuriqus effects of 
- this mode of judging, the Ministers of Keligiom are’more 
particularly éxposed. They not only make.the same gene- 
» ral profession with ordinary ( ristians, but’take a leading 
_ part in defending and propa@Bating*the’ Gospel. “Phey 
preach the Gospel in its. native putrity—they remonstrate 



















































> with the unbelieving—they,.reprove the disobedient—they 


_ | insist upon a faithful performance of duty, and forbid the 
~~ Yeast indulgence to sinful appetites. Hence: their tailings 
)) are more ostensible and striking. A kind of involuntary 
%] resentment against them is awakened in the minds of those 
“© whom they address. ‘These are happy to find. an excuse so 
+ speciows for their own immordlities. The avowed enemies 
~ of Religion seize this opportunity of Urging their favorite 
“*) topic of Priest-crafi and hypocrisy. And thus becaiise 
|) Ministers agénot what they teachiand exhort others to be, 
+ occasion is faken to question their sincerity, orto deny that 
_» “‘ they have a good conscience.” It may be said indeed to 
_) such persons, ‘* We are. men of likes passions with youre 
» selves; we have the samé corrupted@mature ; we live in the 


‘| ® same wicked world; we are assaulted by the same spiritual 


foes; we @te exposed tothe same powerful temptations. We 
cannot, therefore, sct a perfect example of the pure and 
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faultless morality of the Gospel, which we are nevertheless 
bound to preach by the most sacred obligations’of fidelity 
to God and love to you.”. ‘This reasoning is very obvious, 
and to a reflecting mind is irresistible. And yet, how often 
does it happen, that by a rigorous comparison of the con- 
duct which Ministers recommend to the conduct which they 
exhibit ; a compatison which gives to their very best actions 
an unfavorable aspect, and converts their most inconsider- 
able faults into great and flagrant guilt ; they are convicted 


of absolute worthlessness, or, at least, thrust down toa 


much lower degree in the “scale ¢ character, than ‘that 
which they are fairly entitled to-hold: And being thus 
judged, according to a most fallacious appeagance, they 
are doomed to suffer the evil of a most unrightcous judg- 
ment. “(To be Continued.) 





RESIGNATION. 
(Concluded from.friage 13.) 


Methinks I hear the murmuring complaints of the unhap* 
py Portia. How distresstuljis my condition! My misery 
exceeds all within the cirel@yof my acquaintance! ‘The 
hand of the Lord is upon me! The bloom of my comforts 
is blasted ; and where used to spring up the flowers of pros- 
perity, now appear only the thorns of pain, and the bitter 
weeds of affliction ! 

Why thus disquieted, dejected sufferer? ‘Trust in the 
Lord:. you may yet live to praixe him, Have you never, 


Portia, observed many schemes produce*effects quite oppo- 
site to the intentions of the mighty projectors? tive you 





never beheld.the barren wilderness sudderily smile withher- : 





bage? and the gloom of adversity suddenly changed into 


the bright sunshine ¢ prosperity ? Command unruly pas- 
sion to be Stilly and hearken mot to her suggestions. Hear 


the soothing lessons of resignation: she thus speaks ; listen 


to her voice; and % may you put by her wholesome 
instructions ! ! | 


What! shall I réceive good at the hand of God, and not: i 
submit also patiently to the evil? Isthere nota Being whose 
power created, whose wisdom governs, and whose justice 
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» will hereafter judge the world? Are not pleasure and pain 
the dispenshtions of his Providence? Should sufferings be 
‘my portion, let me consider, and try to investigate the ends 
@ they may be intended to answer; and let mé submit to the 
: all-sufficient arm.of God, for the time and manner of re- 
- moving them. Is the great1 AM. orznipresent, and not 
w near me? Omniscient, and knows not my wants? Omni- 
'® potent, and unable to supply them? Good, ungpangeably 
~ good, and not willing to promote my happiness 
: YS Remember, calamities of every kind are the appoint. 
eo ments of Hievdb} ; yet, it must be acknowledged, are 
Battended w ith such heart-rending circumstances, that to 
- submit to a with an equal temper of-mind requires more . 
__ than common resignation, and more than ordinary graces. | 
‘It is possible to be in sucha state of affliction, and so dis- 
‘tressed, as to put it eut of the power of even friencship,her- 
vi selt to administer relief: but what a satisfaction in the most 
ie prying moments, will this thought afford me, thatas Iyhave 
al ways,. with a-Christian temper, resigned myself to the 
aisp osal of Providence, I can still trust in,,and have reason 
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2 Ete hope for deliverance from him.» Aind where can I find 
; bE “more sure anchor of hope an confidence? If a Being of 
: ie all possible perfection is not the most proper object of my 
trust, then «what intelligent creature, or earthly thing, can 
.. bere so? Am I strrounded with friends? .Am I endowed 

: |= awith imménse possessions } ? Have “honor, health, and 
ois "riches? . Yet) are notallthese out of my power? Do not 
he » meten: thousand causes: lay lurking to deprive me. of them? 
«May they not want that existence to-morrow which they 
“Ty Ve@@have to-day?” And what will friendshipy. honor, wealth 
o* and power, nay, the highest enjoyments of time, signify to 
2 Pe me,aif my taste’for them if gone? If May upon a bed of 
T- , “* sickness, or death, can these purchase ease under the agony 
0 ef acute disease? Can chee red my body from the 
ass grave? Can they procure ef my precious, im- 
ar Mortal ‘soul? No—God and his Son are alomeysufficient 
‘en ‘Tor these things, I will, therefore, rejéice in. the Lord, and 
me joy in that God, whocan alone be my salvation. 

, What good elects may | not hope to result. from such < 
hot . eemper of mind? May mot infinite wisdom’ avert ever 
mA “evil, which, upon. the whole, might prove prejudicial to 
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faultless morality of the Gospel, which we are nevertheless 
bound to preach by the most sacred obligations of fidelity 


to God and love to you.”. This reasoning is very obvious, 


and to a reflecting mind is irresistible. And yet, how often 
does it happen, that by a rigorous comparison of the con- 
duct which Ministers recommend to the conduct which they 
exhibit ; a compatison which gives to their very best actions 
an unfavorable aspect, and converts their most inconsider- 
able faults into great and flagrant guilt ; they are convicted 
of absolute worthlessness, ot, at least, thrust down toa 
much lower degree in the “scale @f character, than that 
which they are fairly entitled to hold: And being thus 


judged, according to a most fallacious appea¥ance, they 


are doomed to suffer the evil of a most umrightcous judg- 
ment. - “€To be Continued.) 
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RESIGNATION. 
(Concluded from.frage 13.) 


Methinks I hear the murmuring complaints of the unhap- 
py Portia. How distresstulgis my condition! My misery 
exceeds all within the cirel@yof my acquaintance! ‘lhe 
hand of the Lord is upon me! The bloom of my comforts 
is blasted; and where used to spring up the flowers of pros- 
perity, now appear only the thorns of pain, and the bitter 


weeds of affliction! 

Why thus disquieted, dejected sufferer? ‘Trust in the 
Lord: you may yet live to praise Him. Have you never, ” 
Portia, observed many schemes produce’ effects quite oppo- 
site to the intentions of the mighty projectors? Hive you 


never beheld. the barren wilderness sudderily smile with"her- 


bage? and the gloom of adversity suddenly changed into 
the bright sunshine 3 prosperity? Command unruly pas- 
sion to be still? and hearken not to her suggestions. Hear 


the soothing lessons of resignation: she thus speaks ; listen 
to her voice; and a may you profit by her wholesome 
instructions ! 4 | 

- What! shall IT réceive good at the hand.of God, and not: 
submit also patiently to the evil? Isthere not a Being whose 
power created, whose wisdom governs, and whose justice 
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will hereafter judge the world? Are not pleasure and pain 
the Jispensations of his Providence? Should sufferings be 
my portion, let me consider, and try to investigate the ends 
they may be intended to answer; and let mé submit to the 
all-sufficient arm of God, for the time and manner of fe- 
moving them. Is the great i AM omnipresent, and not 
near me? Omniscient, and knows not my wants? Omni- 
potent, and unable to supply them? Good, uapaecably 
good, and not willing to promote my happiness 
Remember, calamities of every kind are the appoint. 
ments of Heaven ; yet, it must be acknowledged, are 
attended with such heart-rending circumstances, that to 
submit to. with an equal temper of mind requires more 
than common résignation, and more than ‘ordinary graces. 
It is possible to be in sucha state of affliction, and so dis- 
tressed, as to put it eut of the power of even friencship,her- 
selt to administer relief: but what a satisfaction in the most 
trying moments, will this thought afford me, that.as Iyhave 
always,. with a-Christian temper, resigned myself to the 
disposal of Providence, I can rl trust in,-and have reason 
to hope for deliverance from him. And where can I find 
more sure anchor of hope andyconfidence? “If a Being of 
all possible perfection is not,the most proper object of my 
trust, then »what intelligent creature, or earthly thing, can 
be Bi Am | errourdey, with friends? Am I endowed 
with imménée possessions ? “Have [ honor, health, and 
riches? Yet, are not all these out of my power? Do net 
ten thousand causes lay lurking to deprive me of them? 
May they not want that existence to-morrow which they 
“ori to-day ?° And what will ftiendship, honor, wealth 
and | power, nay, the highest enjoyments of time, signify to 
e,aif my taste’for them is gone? If lay upon a bed of 
) si@tneos, of death, can these purchase ease. derthe agony 
of acute’ disease? Can these redeem my ‘body. from the 
grave? Can they procure a fansom for my precious, im- 
mortal ‘soul? No—God and his Son are alomejsufficient 
for these things, I will, therefore, rejoice in the Lord, and 
joy in that God, who*can alone bé my salvation. 
What good effects may | not hope to result iro 
temper of mind? May not infinite wisdom ‘avert wey 
cvil, which, upon, the whole, might prove piejudicial tO 
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me? and confer upon me those real blessings, which will 

be for my advantage? It is the pleasure of the all-wise 

disposer, that I should not be exempted from afflictions of . 
the severer kind; but then I know he can, and if I want 

not faith, will» in due time, deliver me from them. God 

is taithful, and will notseffer me to be tempted above what 

Tam able tobear ; but willalso, with the temptation, make 

a way to escape. The steps of a good man are ordered by 

the Lord; though he tall, he shall not be utterly cast 

down. And what if this promise should not extend to me? 

what if it is the decree of heaven, that death only must 

terminate my successive miseries ? of that I shall fall,by the 

hand of man? Yet still my faith comforts me with the 

thought, that this life is a state of trial, in which I am 

placed to be refined and fitted for a life to come, for eter- 
nity. Etermty! dreadful, yet animating word! O! lively 
hope and consol tion of the unhappy sufferer! Let me, 
under the darkest cloud of heart-rending sorrow, direct my 
eyes to those peaceful regions, where my nature shall be 
purified, my passions subdued, my sorrows dissipated, 
and all my complaints hushed. May I but once be permit- 
ted to set my foot upon theyshore of everlasting rest, how 
full of happiness wili be that period !—— Then I shall look 
back, and smile at the tempest which once shook my crazy 
vessel ! Then it willegive memo pain to think, that Lence 
travelled through the rugged paths of adversity toa land of 
light, and true enjoyment! Then a crown of glory will 
extinguish the false glare of riches—and then every teat 
will be wiped from the eye forever. : 








“AN ANSWER TO THE: QUESTION= 
Why.are you'a Christian? © 
(Continued from page 15.) 
CHAPTER I. 


‘The internal evidence of Christianity. 


Firstf am a Christian, because the intrinsick excellency 
of Christianity points it out as a’system worthy of my belief; 
because the laws which it pres¢Pibes; *the’ spirit which it 
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breathes, and the discoveries which it makes, are so admir- 
ably suited to the constitution and circu:nstances of man, 
that I cannot reject it. ‘The perceptive part of Christfanity 
has been very generally approved. And how is it possible, 
that any one should seriously object to laws,. which tend to 
correct the errors, and reform the vices of huma. nature; 
and to exalt the character of man to the highest stage of 
moral perfection ? If Christianity prescribed the austerities 
of the monk, the solitude of the hermit, or the wanderings 
of the pilgrim ; if it even gave countenance to such extra- 
vagancies, or allowed them the lowest degree of merit, L 
should esteem it a formidable objection to the system. But 
nothing of this description camybe found in the writings of 
the evangelists or apostles. Those writings pour contempt 
upon all superstitious practices ; and lead us to ascribe no 
value to any works, but those of true piety and virtue.— 
They teach us to worship Gop, in spirit and in truth; t 
love him supremely ; to be grateful for his favors, and re- 
sisned to his dispensations; to trust in his mercy, and 
rejoice in his government. They teach us to dismiss all 
anxious cares and apprehensions; and having employed the 
means which infinite wisdom has appointed, to leave the 
event with infinite goodness. They teach us to love our 
neighbor as ourselves ; to forgive him when he has injured 
us; to bear with his infirmities, and to excuse his follies 5 
to weep with himi in his distresses ; when he is in want, to 
afford him our assistanee ; and to No to him as we should 
think it fit and reasonable that he should do tous. ‘They 
teach us to love even our enemies, so far at least as to ab- 
Stain from revenge ; and to render them offices of kindness, 
when their.circumstances call for commiseration. They 
teach us to govern our appetites and passions, to he chaste, 
hamble, temperate, pure, and as much as possible, to be 
like our Father in Heaven—whose character is an assem- 
blage of every natural and moral perfection. They teach 
children to reverence and obey their parents ; and parents 
to love, instruct, and provide for their children. ‘hey 
teach the husband conjugal fidelity and-affection ; and the 
wife, the peculiar duties of her station, and the amiable vir- 
tues which adorn the sex; and bless the the marriage union. 
«They teach masters lenity, and servants faithfulness. 
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They teach rulers'to exercise their authority for the public 
good; and persons in private life not to withhold honor 
and submission from those under whose wise and just admi- 
nistration they Jead quiet and peaceable lives. Ina word, 
the affluent and the poor, the prosperous and the afflicted, 
the aged and the young, may all find their duty in the 
sacred books. And the duties there enjoined, are such as 
the enlightened reason of every man must approve. 

These sublime lessons of morality are found in various 
parts of the New Testament. ‘They enrich the divine ser- 
mon onthe mount. They are contained in the excellent 
parables delivered by Jesus Christ. I also find them in the 
discourses of the Apostlés, and in their pastoralletters. | 
may say, wherever | open the Christian volume, I find 
some direction, which, if properly observed, would render 
me a good neighbor, a good member of society, a good 
friend, and a good man! Is it then possible for me to 
doubt the divine original of a system which furnishes such 
rules, and contemplates so glorious an object? 

If the prohibitions of Jesus Christ were universally regard- 
ed, and his laws obeyed, what blessings would pour in on 
society? ‘There would be no wars among the nations of 
the earth: ‘There would be no oppression: ‘There would 
be neither tyrants nor slaves: Every ruler would be just ; 
every citizen would be honest; every parent would be faith- 
ful to his charge; every child would be dutiful; the purest 
affection would recommend domestic life; and neighbors 
would be mutual blessings. Under the dominion of Chris. 
tianity, envy, pride, and jealousy, would give way to the 
most enlarged benevolence : Human nature would recover 
its dignity ; and every man would reap the present reward 
ot his own.virtues. 

From these facts, others may draw their own conclusions: 
My inference is, that Christianity is true. 1 do not believe, 
that such a system of morals can be the work of human wis- 
dom. ‘That these laws originated with God ; and that Je- 
sus Christ was commissioned to promulgate them, appears 
to me a much more rational supposition. The more I in- 
spect. them, the less am | inclined to compliment human 
ingenuity with so glorious a production. If, then, I conti- 
nue to believe, in this age of refinement and free enquiry, 
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it is because 1 am unable to resist the evidence arising from 
the transcendent excellency of the Christian precepts. I 
think it infinitely more probable, that they should be a 
communication from God, than that philosophy should 
justly claim the honor of the invention. 

The doctrines of the Christian religion furnish an addi- 
tional argument in its favor. “They are such as appear 
worthy of God, and answerable to the natural expectations 
of men. The perfections of the Deity, his agency in the 
creation and government of the world; the conditions of 
his approbation ; the consequences, and a future state of 
existence-—~are points, respecting which every reasonable 
being woald wish for information. And it is a fact, that 
the New Testament throws divine light on all these articles. 
It informs us ‘hat there is‘onz Gon’; that he is infinitely 
holy, wise, benevolent, and just; that he is self existent, 
and independent ; that his power is irresistible, and his pre- 
sence universal; that he made and upholds all worlds; that 
he created the human species, and every inferior being’; 
that he is, moreover, their preserver and benefactor ; that 
he exercises a moral government over man; that he re- 
quires obedience to his laws, and consequently resents their 
infraction; that forgiveness is possible, and repentance 
and reformation the conditions; that death is not utter 
destruction ; that all who die will live again; that all who 
are raised, will be judged ; and that there is a future state, 
in which vice will be punished according to its malignity ; 
and in which virtue will shine with unfading lustre, and 
receive an everlasting reward. These are not useless spe- 
culations ; but doctrines of infinite moment. They intérest 
as well the heart as the understanding ; and their influence 
extends bothto our actions and our enjoyments. 

It would be easy to produce the various passages, in which 
these points are maintained ; but it is unnecessary, as every 
one will allow them to be doctrines of Christianity. Whe- 
ther the system be true or not, it certainly contains these 
articles. 1 would now put the question to every sober Thee 
ist, whether 1 must renounce either my understanding of 
my creed? Is there any thing incredible in this representa 
tion of God and man, ot the demands of the one, and the 
destination of the other ? Must loffer an affrontio my rea- 
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son, if I believe in one God ; exercising the authority and 
possessed of all the glorious attributes, ascribed to him in 
the Christian writings? Does my understanding revolt 
from the evangelical account of his providence and moral 
government? ThatI should make it my study to obey him; 
when guilty of disobedience, that I should repent and re- 
form; and that, as I behave, so 1 may expect to be treat. 
ed; is there any thing irrational in these doctrines? We 
read of a mediator, and a rich variety of blessings dispensed 
through him ; and is not this agreeable to the established 
constitution of things in the world? Do not temporal mer~ 
cies often flow to us through the mediation of others ? May 
not many instances be produced, in which hearin Tes 
demption of a nation has been accomplished by the labors, 
or purchased by the biood of some virtuous patriot? Is 
common sense insulted by the doctrine of a resurrection? 
This has been asserted; but with what reason, | never 
could conceive. When | examine the power and wisdom 
of God, they do not appear incompetent with such an 
effect. When | consider the divine goodness, I see nothing 
in the resurrection of man irreconcilable with that perfec- 
tion. When reflect, that God formed the human body, 
and inspired the breath of life, I can easily believe that he 
is able to raise it up at the last day. Before I can reject the 
resurrection of mankind, it must therefore be demonstrated, 
that the terms imply a contradiction. 

As toa future state of retribution, I would ask, what 
presumption there is against it? We find that we have 
already experienced great changes. Since our first intro- 
duction to this world, our active and intellectual powers 
have gained strength as we have advanced towards matu- 
rity ; and why may we not hereafter possess. them in high- 
er perfection? Why may we not move, not merely ina 
new, but anobler sphere? As a moral government is evi- 
dently begun in this state, why may it not be completed in 
another? In these expectations, 1 think we are supported 
by the analogy of natufe. As we have already existed in 
different states, new scenes may be in reserve for us; and 


new capacities of action, enjoyment, and sufferings may 
await us beyond the grave. 
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’ Combining the doctrines and precepts of Christianity, 
fam led, then, to infer from rhem the truth of the system. 
Because the former are so important, and the latter so bene- 
ficial; because the doctrines of Christ tend to make us 
so wise, and his laws so good, | am, in a manner, com- 
pelled. tovreceive them as divine. Such is their supreme 
excellence, that I must ascend to Heaven for an adequate 
cause. I assent, therefore, most unfeignedly, to those 


words of our Saviour, ** My doctrine is not mine, but his - 
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who sent me.’’ I do also assert, that, if there were not 
other evidence that our religion is from God, it would still 
be more reasonable to adit its claim to a divine original, 
than to reject them. 

(To be Continued. ) 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR.» 
Mr. Editor, 


The inclosed fascinating traits of Conjugal Love, ate from the pen 


of Pliny (the Younger) in a Letter to Hispulla. The Observations are 
by the Earl of Orrery. 
Jan. 20, 1814. BERTHA. 


As you are.an example of all virtue, and as you loved 
your excellent and most affectionate brother with a mutual 
tenderness, and look upon his daughter as your own; not 
only treating her with the indulgence of an aunt, but sup- 
plying to her the loss she long since sustained in a father; I 
cannot doubt but you will bé much rejoiced to know, that 
she proves worthy of her father; worthy of you; worthy 
of her grandfather. 

She has great wit; she is an excellent economist; she 
loves me entirely; a sure signal of her chastity. Add to 
this, her disposition to literature; which is the consequence 
of her affection towards me. She has collected my works; 
she reads; and even gets them by heart. When | am to 
plead, what infinite anxiety does she suffer! When I have 
done, how great.is her joy! She appoints persons on purpose 
to tell her What applauses, what acclamations I have gained; 
and what juigment is pronounced. When I rehearse in 
public she places herself as near as possible; and sits under 
the covert of a veil, and hears with the greatest satisfaction 
the praises which are bestowed upon me.—She sings my 
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verses, and adapts them to the lute; untaught by an musi- 
cian, but that best of masters, love. - 

From hence | hope, with the utmost degree of certain- 
ty, that our happiness will be perpetual; and will encrease 
every day. For in me she is neither captivated,with youth 
nor person; both which are liable to accidents and decay; 
but with the glory of my name. Nor would other thoughts 
become one, who had been fashioned by your hands, instruct. 
ed by your precepts. Under your roof she beheld nothing 
but purity and virtue; and, in short, was taught to love me 
by your recommendation.—For as you used to love my 
mother as your parent, so were you pleased to praise and 
model me, in the infancy of my life; and to foretel I should 
on day prove to be such a man as my wife imagines me to 
be at this moment. 

We mutually contend therefore to give you thanks; J, be- 
cause you have given her to me; she, because you have giv- 
eu metoher. You have chosen us out, as it were formed 
foreach other. Farewell. 

OspsERVATIONS.—Few and delicate have been the exam- 
ples of such conjugal love. Men cannot, or will not see 
the perfections of their wives. From the day of marriage, 
the woman generally lays aside her reserve, and the man 
his civility. She grows forward in her locks, and overbear« 
ing in her conversation: he becomes sour in his counte- 
nance, and tart in his discourse. Or if they appear fond 
(as from the novelty of the state it sometimes happens) the 
grossness of the passion is too nauseous to be named. 

Love and tenderness are sacred to the hours of privacy 
and retirement ; and, therefore, when Ca/purnia went to 
hear her husband’s public lectures, she put on a veil. Un- 
der that cover, she kept her looks concealed; and her ear 
attentively listened to the praises he acquired ; without dis- 
covering, by blushes of joy, the pleasure which those 
praises conveyed to her heart. 

Her love of literature proceeded wholly from her love of 
Pliny. She was resolved to make herself a proper and 
worthy companion for the man in whose company she chose 
to live ; well knowing, that the endowments of the mind 
out-last the splendor of the person. She had undoubtedly 
all the qualifications necessary to make a ‘woman lovely 
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and desirable. If this epistle was thoroughly considered by 


the fair sex, where Calpurnia is described as endeavoring 
to encrease her judgment, by exercising her memory, and 
improving her taste, they would see an example before 
their eyes, in what manner they might make themselves 
agreeable, in spite of that dreadful and irresistible enemy, 


old age. 
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MY FATHER 3S AT THE HELM. 


Bruorp yon Ship, by storms and tem- 
pests driven, 
Rocking and reeling o’er the vast 
profound, 
While angry ocean’s surges dash tow- 
ards heaven, 
And horror and dread ruin rage 
around, 


The heart-sunk mariners, appall’d, 
aghast, 
Now here, now there in wild confu- 
sion flee, 
Despairing to survive the furious blast, 
Their graves expect to be the bil- 
lowy sea. 


Gone e’en the hope of hope, one of the 
crew, 
His eye-balls glaring with distraction 
: wild, 
Flies to the cabin—instant met his view, 
Playing, and perfectly compos’d, a 
child ! 


“We're lost! all lost! art not afraid?” 
he cries— 
“ E’en now the swelling seas the ship 
o’erwhelm !” 
With sweet composure, ** No,” the 
child replies, 
“I’m not afraid—my Father ’s at the 
helm.” 


So on the ocean of this mortal life, 
Where fiercest storms of sin and pas- 
Sion rage ; 
ere reason, truth, and error are at 
strife, 
And powers of darkness the dread 
Contest Wage : 


Where tempests of afftiction ever rise, 
And clouds of gloomy sadness ever 
roll: 
Where suffering virtue in prostration 
lies, 
And floods of sorrow seem to sink 
the soul : 


The real Christian can the scene sur- 
y vey, 
Though pending ruin threaten te 
o’erwhelm ; 


- And, in his God confiding, calmly say, 


““ Why should I fear--my Father’s at 
the helm.” 
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AN ODE FOR CHRISTMAS DAY. 
Bu a Lady. 


* Avrora ushers in the glorious day, 


That shot thro’ realms of death the vi- 
vid ray, 
And shed the balm of peace. 
Celestial harbingers proclaim our 
hope, 
The Saviocr’s Born, and Nature’s 
mighty prop 
Bids ey’ry’sorrow cease ! 


Spirit of graces before whose awful 
sight 

The groves retire on Pindus’ lofty 
height, 

Breathe on my trembling lyre ! 

Smile on the humble off’rimg of the 
poor, : 

Brought not from pride’s self-righteous 
store, 


But waate thy kindling fire ! 
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¥f ever rapture om a theme divine, 
With hallow’d incense rose from human 
shrine 
To mix with seraphs’ lays : 
If bands of angels and arch-angels bring 
Their golden harps to hail the infant 
king, 
Receive my mite of praise! 


Ages before this azure arch was rear’d, 
When on the gloomy void no form ap- 
pear’d 
Of mountains tew’ring peak ; 
Of grove, or plain, or rivers winding 
stream ; 
Or sun, or star, had cast a lucid beam, 
To cheer the dread opaque : 


The Almighty Sire revolved the plan, 
And caus’d the shadows of the state of 
man 
To pass before his throne. 
He saw them tempted 
blissful state, 
Deeply involv’d in wo—but ah! too 
late 
They *d mourn th’ unhappy deed. 
Divine compassion fill’d th’ eternal 
mind 
And to the errors of his offspring kind, 
Redemption was decreed. * 
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His sacred son, the darling of his soul, 
Offer’d to drink for man the bitter bowl, 
And suffer in his stead. 
Adam for all his race the curse pro- 
cur’d, 
But Canristr the dreadful penalty en- 
dur’d, 
And bruis’d the serpent’s head. 


The Holy Spirit too would undertake, 
To cure the deadly wound that sin 
should make, 
And justice mercy crown’d. 
The sacred Three th’ amazing contract 
seal’d, 
And ev’ry bright intelligence was fill’d 
With rev’rence most profound. 


Nor can th’ eternal plan of mystic love, 

By all the arts of hellabortive prove, 
For num’rous hearts shall yield : 

And sad captivity be captive led, 

Receive the gift by union with the head, 
And all their griefs be heal’d. 


Now light, mankind, your hospitable 
fire, 


And let the flame, such charity inspire, “ 


Like holy incense rise ! 


More sweet than all the choicest fra 
grant gums, 
The eastern sages mingled in perfumes, 
A costly sacrifice ! 


Far in the east they saw an unknown 


star, . 
Gild with superior light the hemisphere. 
Led by the sparkling ray, 
They found the place of Jesu’s humble 
birth ; 
Saw bands of angel forms descend te 
earth, 
With heaven’s eternal day. 


The song begins--the morning stars 
rejoice ; : 
Mortals, so favor’d, join your grateful 
voice ! 
On earth be endless peace ! 
Celestial harbingers proclaim our hope, 
The Saviour’s worn, and Nature’s 
mighty prop 
ids ev'ry sorrow cease ! 
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RELIGION. 


TO what séquestered lone retreat, 

Lov’d Nymph, dost thou direct thy feet? 

Far distant from the noisy crowd, 

The great, the busy, and the proud : 

Dost thou reside in cavern hoar, 

With sages versed in mystic lore ? 

Ab no !—the friend of God and man, 

Far, far superior is thy plan : 

Tis thine to sooth the widow’s sigh, 

*Tis thine the orphan’s tear to dry : 

To raise distress’s drooping head, 

To give the naked cloaths and bread: 

When sorrows o’er the mind prevail, 

Thy balm celestial shall not fail ; 

Thy faithful servants, after death, 

Thou crown’st with glory’s lasting 
wreath. 

Still, still display thy sacred art, 

And warm and animate the heart. 
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FAITH, HOPE, CHARITY. 


Farta, Hope, and Love, were que§- 
tioned what they thought 

Of future glory, which Religion taught ? 

Now Faith believ’d it firmly to be true ; 

And Hope expected so to find it too. 

Love answered, smiling with a consci- 
ous glow. 

Believe, Expect ; Uknow it to be so. 





